
 

 

 

Speech and Language Therapy 

 

Activities to Help Understanding of Spoken Language at 

Three Key Word Level 

 

After children are able to understand a range of two key word instructions they will 

start to be able to understand three key words (often called ‘information-carrying 

words’) in a sentence they hear. 

The key words are the words in the sentence that carry meaning in the context they 

are spoken.  

e.g. The child has a selection of items: box, bag, cat, dog. An instruction 

containing three key words would be; ‘put the dog in the box’, ‘put the cat on the 

bag’ 

 
The following tips can help to develop your child’s understanding at three word 

level:  

- Give your child instructions to follow during play and everyday routines, 

adding in different concepts (e.g. size, colour, location).  
 

Shopping game  

 

This will help your child to consistently remember three items. Set up a pretend shop 

using toys and other objects. Take it in turns to be the shopkeeper. The other person 

tells the shopkeeper three items on their shopping list. The shopkeeper has to find the 

objects and put them in the bag/basket. Use a picture shopping list and repetition to 

help at the beginning but gradually move towards just giving the instruction once with 

no visual clues. 

 

Tickling Game  

 

Ask your child to tickle, touch or kiss different parts of teddy’s/dolly’s/your body.  

e.g. “tickle teddy’s tummy”  

“kiss dolly’s nose”  

“touch mummy’s/daddy’s toes” etc. 



 

 

 

Colouring  

 

You will need: Pictures of animals  

Ask the child to point to each animals body parts e.g. ‘cow’s nose and ears’, ‘cow’s 

legs and tail’, ‘sheep’s eyes and feet’, ‘sheep’s tummy and legs’. You may need to 

point to the pictures for your child initially, and also encourage them to point to 

their own ‘nose, eyes, legs, tummy’ etc.  

You will need: Colouring book  

Give your child 2 animal pictures and ask them to colour in the animal’s body parts 

e.g. ask – ‘colour doggy’s nose red’, ‘colour the cat’s eyes brown’ etc.  

Give your child a picture of a boy and a girl and ask them to colour in the body parts 

e.g. ask – ‘colour boy’s eyes green’, ‘colour girl’s hair yellow’ etc. 

 
Putting away the shopping  

 

Ask your child to put items in funny places e.g. ‘put the salt under the sink’, ‘put 

the apples and the crisps in the drawer’. 

Treasure Hunt  

 

You will need: Toys / objects  

Encourage your child to hide objects for someone else to find by giving them 

instructions to follow, make sure your instructions contain different location words 

(in, on, under) e.g. put the ‘shoe under the bed’, ‘put the teddy on the book’, ‘put 

doll in the box’. 

Feely bag  

 

You will need: big and little toys/objects of different colours, a fabric bag  

Ask your child to find items in the bag e.g. ask – ‘find the big red pencil’, ‘find the 

small blue brush’. 

 

 
 

 


